13th January, 1543,

MY deap Hardinge,

The death of Mp. Jusiice Crossma Crestes g
Vacancy among the Judges of the ﬂlﬁlﬂ!:"_fﬂf‘l'liiﬂ-

Inder esection 10 or the ﬂhlm.!ﬁﬂﬁq of Justice
| cmergency Provisliong) Act, 1935, 4t is not neoeasa ry
to 111 the Vacancy uniesd the Lord L1or advises
18 Vajesty that the State of business requires that _
vacancy should be i1lled. The Lord Chancellor hag
civen very anzious “onsideration to the Juestian whe ther
he should give to Hie ' ajesty suck ddvice am in contem-
Pleted in the section to the effect that it 1s deeirable
‘hat the vacancy shoulg be rilled, He hag resched
the conclueion that he should se advise the King. Out
of the four judzes now recaining in office, b¥p. Justice
Simonds 1s engaged practically for his llllirl‘-lul in
Work for the ¥inistry op Labour, and ¥p, Justice Yarton
glves practically hals his time, op Bomeshat more, to
VOFE connected with the Foreign Office, This leaves
only Nr. Justice Farwell and Ur. Justice Benmet: yorieing
full time in the Diviaion, Er. Justice Fearwell's
health 1g not sych 88 to ensble him to be likely tg
"ilthsiand any severs or Jrolonged strain, It 1=

thue clesr that ewen 1r, ¥ith such help as ¥r. Justice
Eimonds and ¥r. Justiies 'orton could give, the other twog
Julges are able to carry on the Work of the Division,
they can only do 85 in very difficolt conditions snd wite
8 grave risk that gome Accldental elrourstafcs Eay at any
time tduse m congesiion of work. At this moment, for
example, Nr. Justice Bepnett is engaged in tryipog &
satent action vhick togi tiree weoks last tore Bnd wii]
probably reguire a further three weeks to finish 1¢,

In thess clrour stances, si'ter Laking Every lact
into coneideration, the ~ord Chancellop Ehinke that he




ought to advise Him Vajesty that 1t is desirable to fill
the vacancy

If the vacancy ig to be f1iled; then the Lord
Chanceller has no doubt of the name he should submit fap
His Majesty's pleasure. It is that of Augustus Andrewes
Uthwatt. ¥r. Uthwatt was born in wetralia and wae

educated at Ballarat College, Victoria, and Ballinl College,

Oxford, where he gained Lhe Vinerian Scholarship, and was
called to the Bar by Oray'e Inn (in which he has now
completed his year as Treasurer) in 1504. In 1934
he was appointed to the office popularly known as Chancery
Ireasury Devil, that ie to Bay Junior Counsrl to the
Ireasury on the Chaneery alde. The Lord Chancellor has
no doubt whatever that the Gppointment of ¥r. Uthwatt
¥0uld be universally welecomed by the profession and that
be is 8till young enough to be able, if he is now

Appolnted, to look forward to a career of great distinction
upon the Rench, He is especially glad or the opportunity

of now subnmittine My, Utheati"s name to His Fajealy for
appoint=ent, Tha positien of Treasury Devil Slways
involyes great drudgery . wnd during the last thpee Fears
the duties of the office have been exceptionally heavy.
The Lord Chancellor is anxious that Wr. Uthwatt shauld
be relieved of them before a furthep Frolonged epell undep

80 heavy a burden should affect hie egring and povers of
TOTK.

If the King should see fit to Indicate that he
intends to sct ugon the advice tendered to him by the
Lord Chancellor that the vacancy should be f11led ang
that the psme or Mr, Uthwatt shagsg 3f submitted to him
would meet »ith his @approval, the Lopd Chancellor will
tender in a submission Letter formal advice on the

sublject and will at thg Rame tine make @ T'orfmal Bubmission
of Mr. Dthemtt's nams,

Yaura eincerely,

Sir Alexander Hardinge, B.0.7v.0.,
'E-r-:lﬂ- 'I‘ici



