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CONFIDENTIAL. 

THE MAKING OF BISHOPS. 

THE selection of a new Bishop is a particularly 

anxious and harassing matter for the Prime 

Minister. Lord Palmerston, heavily as he leaned 

upon .Lord Shaftesbury for advice, professed the 

belief that the Bishops died on purpose to spite 

him. And Mr. Gladstone, with all his courage. 

energy, and special knowledge, exclaimed in 

1863: '' I think t-hese Church preferments will 

be the death of me!" His biographer is of 

opinion that this -was an outburst "in a moment 
of unusual impatience." But at that time 
Mr. Gladstono had not become officially respon• 
aiblo for Church preferments, nnd it seems more 
than prob:ible that, when the hurdeu of respon­
sibility was a<lded unto him, he must often have 
echoed the same sentiment, even in his patient 
momt>nts. "nuring his first Administration he 
recommended for no fewer than twelve bishoprics 
and eight deaneries. He was not unprepared Jo 
find, as he put it to Acland, that ' Saint., 
theologians, preachers, pastors, scholars, philo­
sophers, gentlemen, men of business-t.hese are 
not to be hnd every day, least of all are they to 
be commonly found in  combination. But these 
are the materials which ought to be sought out 
and put forward in the Church of Eng]and if 
she is to stand the trials nncl do her work.' 

'' According to his fashion, he wrote down upon 
a fragmentary piece of paper w11at qualifications 
he ought to look for in a Bishop, and this is the 
list:-

"' Piety. Learni11g (sacred). Eloquence. Administra­
tive power. Faithful allegiance to the Church and to 
the ChurcL of England. Activity. Tact nnd courtesy 
iu dealing wit Ii men: k11owledgc of the world. Accom­
plishmL"nt-. :11111 literature. A.11 equitable spirit. Facuity 
for worki11g "·itli liis bn,L11c1· Bishops. Some legal habit 
of min<l. l'irc:11mspl.'ctic>J1. Comagc. Maturity of age 
and character. Corporal vigour. Liberal sentiment.a on
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