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C.(62) 176,

2nd Nevamber, 1962

CABINET

AFPOINTMENT OF THE SERIEANT AT ARMS

Note by the Acting Secretary of the Cabinet

Cn ist November the Cabinst discusesd the two Cusstions
| addressed to the Prime Minister standing in the vamea of
Mr, Charles Fannell, M. P., about the appointment of the Serjeant

at Armasa (C.C.(62) 65th Conclusions, Minute 1).

Liater the sarme day the Frime Minister, together with the
First Secretsry of State and the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster,
discugssed thip matter with The Queen's Frivata Secretary. I annex
for thoe information of the Cabinet a note of this diszussion.

(Sgd. ) A.L.M. CARY

Cabinst Cffice, €. W.1,

Znd November, 1962,

APPOINTMENT OF THE SERJEANT AT ARMS

The Frime Minister, fogether with the First Secretary of State
and the Chanezller of the Duchy of Lencaster, discussed this gquestion
with Siy Michsel Adeane, The Queen's Private Secretary, aifter the
meeting of the Cabinet on Thursday, lst NMovembar, [ was confirmed
that a8 a matter of long-standing tradition The Queen had appointed the
Serjeant at Arms under the prerogative and without formal advice.

The Palace of Westminster was a royal palace and the Serjeant at
Arms was appointed by The Queen, as for other royal palacesg, to
maintain good order; in the particular case of the Palace of
Westminustar his sieTvices were in this capacity lent to Mr. Speaker,
but this in no way affactad his pesition as a member of the Housahold,
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Vhile thin was the formal position, inprectice Thes {Z}_n_e_an‘n Private
Secratary consulisd Mr, Spealar onan infiermael hasis-befare any
new appointment was mede; [ the present case 5ir Michael Adeane
had written to Mr, Speaker sarlier in the year about the pensral
reguiremenis for 3 successor to the late General Hughss - who

had already made known his wvash to rotire = and I=d subsoguently
exchanged letters with Mr. Speaker about the suitability of the
prosent incumbent. Thore wag a2lso a recent precsdent, and
another in the time of Disrasli, for conveying to The Queen the
feelings of the House about the claime of a particular individuail.

In these two cases The Quesn had exercised the prercagmtive in
accordance with the wishes expressed.

After a short discussion it wae zgreed that tha
Frime Minister's reply to Mr., Chzrles Fannell should rehearse
the traditional and historical background to the appointment,
should refar openly to the fact that thers had on this sceagion
been inforrnal censultation with Mr. Speaker, but should acd
that if it were the general wish of the House the Prime Minldter
would be ruady to consult with Her Majesty to see whethor she
would be pracicusly pleased to consider some method whezhy
on future cccasions the feeling of the House could be conveyed
to her in some more formazal way before she axercised the
prerogative. |

The Firime Minlster said that he would circulnte
the drart ofa si=tement on these Hnes to those coacernaed and
would alse discuse it with M». Spanker during the courase of the
evening, The stage would thea he: set; if the House s0 agreed,
for further discusesion of the precise method of consultation which
it might be appropriate to adopt; there would be advantage in
aesociating the Leader of the Cpposition with these digcussions,
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