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Dear Mr Williams
£] SILVER COIM: ROYAL PROCLAMATION

A8 you may know, we have run into a problem with the 19388 g1
gilver coins: the coin has been dissued without a Hoyal
Proclamation.

Before any new UK coin is issued a Proclamation needs to be signed
by the Queen {or her reprasentative); once signed the Proclamation
is reproduced in the London, EBEdinburgh and Belfast Gazettes.
While the Treasury is willing te assist in the executive side of
this work (essentially consulting Treasury Solicitor and liaising
with the Privy Council QEfice} the responsibility for ensuring a
Pruclamatiﬂn has been made, before colns are issued, rests with
the Royal #Mint.

I understand that the 1988 £1 silver coin was first issued on 21
Rpril 198BB. Y=t is was not until the last week in May that the
Royal Mint made us aware of its existence. & Proclamation is
regquired for this coin (I have sent a draft to Linda ¥iner). This
will be presented to the next Privy Council meeting in October.
But wa are clearly in an awkward position. We will have to
explain the background to the Privy Council in such a way as to
ensure that there was no question of us deliberately misieading
them. And there is the awkwardness of appearing to prasent the
Queen with a fait accompli.

These are legal aspects teo. Legally the coins which have so Ear
been issuad bearing the new design are not legal tender. Treasury
Soliciter inform us that there is no guestion of the Proclamation
having retrospective affect., It would be wise therefore to issue
no more of these particular coins until after the Proclamation is
gigned in Ocktober,



it i3 most important that we avoid this kind of oversight in the
foture. T shounld be grateful if you would institute a formal set
of arrangements £for notifying us of all new UE coins well before
they are issued (together with their planned issue dates), and
make sure that all the relevant staff at the Mint are aware of the

arrangameants.

Yours sincerely
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G C HAYDOW



